At the end of last academic year, we carried out our standard parental questionnaire online for the first time.
We had 44 responses which is more than when we have a paper-based version. So, thank you to those of you
who responded. The results were very positive and we are very pleased with them. Where the percentages are
not as high its purely due to parents having no experience in that particular area. The results were as follows:

Newsletter
Dear Parents/Carers,

September 2021

Welcome to the first newsletter of the new school year. Everything had started brilliantly but, as you know,
the last week has been beset with a few Covid-related issues. Thanks to the dedication and flexibility of staff,
we have managed to keep every class open (so far) and we hope that cases have reached their peak. I appreciate the frustrations that some of you have felt regarding this matter, but we have followed the guidance of
public health throughout.

My child is happy at school
My child feels safe at this school

93% strongly
agree
95% agree

The school makes sure its pupils are well behaved

85% agree

My child has been bullied & the school dealt with it quickly and effectively
The school makes me aware of what my child will learn during the year

51% agree
43% don’t know
84% agree

When I have raised concerns with the school they have been dealt with properly

84% agree

My child has SEND, and the school gives them the support they need to succeed

I do not want Covid to dominate this newsletter so I will fill you in on how the academic year 2021 to 2022 has
begun. It was lovely in September to welcome all the new children and see the return of our old pupils. It was
wonderful too to re-establish singing and assemblies in school. All of the classes have been working hard to
recover lost learning from previous years’ disruptions and the children have thrown themselves into their
studies. There are gaps to fill of course, but we are determined to still deliver the broad and balanced curriculum that we are so proud of.

The school has high expectations for my child

38% agree
54% don’t know
89% agree

My child does well at this school

89% agree

The school lets me know how my child is doing

95% agree

There is a good range of subjects available to my child at this school

93% agree

My child can take part in clubs and activities at this school

90% agree

Year 6 tackled challenges galore on our recent visit to the PGL centre at Caythorpe. They could be found jumping from high trapezes, building buggies, kayaking, abseiling, using survival skills and many more. The children
overcame their fears and gave everything to the activities, supporting and encouraging each other along the
way. Well done Year 6!

The school supports my child’s wider personal development

89% agree

I would recommend this school to another parent

95% agree

I’d like to take this opportunity to remind you that we are currently consulting on the status of our school
nursery. Traditionally our Nursery has been led by a teacher and assisted by a Teaching Assistant as a
‘designated’ Nursery. We accept children the term after they are 3 in September, January and April. Unfortunately for the last 2 years, we have had very low intake in our Early Years, resulting is merging the Nursery and
Reception classes. This has had the unfortunate result of us not being able to take Nursery children in the
Spring and Summer terms as the merged class has been too big.

Finally, I hope to see you all in school in the future. For obvious reasons we are reducing parental contact but
we hope, in time, to be able to enjoy coffee morning and assemblies etc with you.
Many Thanks,
Susan

This year we have 16 children in reception and 13 in Nursery, meaning we are almost full. We would like to
propose that we de-designate our nursery Class and run using section 27 community powers. This will allow us
to treat Nursery as a separate entity once again, enabling us to increase our numbers in Reception and take
nursery children in throughout the year.
The Nursery will still be run by school staff and effectively will not be any different for parents and children.
What it means for school though is that early years provision will be run by governors as a separate entity as
opposed to being part of the whole school.
If you have any opinions on this at all, please contact the school office.

Year 6 residential sept 2021

Year 6 PGL Trip

Breakfast Club
Term Dates
Term 1
1st Sept - 15th Oct

Term 2
1st Nov - 17th Dec

Term 3
4th Jan - 11th Feb

Term 4
21st Feb - 1st Apr

Term 5
19th Apr - 27th May
2nd May Bank Hol

Term 6
6th Jun - 22nd July

All children are invited to attend the breakfast club which
is held at the school every weekday morning from 8am,
with a member of our support staff supervising . There is
no need to pre-book.
Payment of £1.50 per session may be made on the day,
or at the school office in advance of the session being
taken.
Breakfast consists of cereal/toast and a
drink. Children must arrive by 8.20am to
be able to take advantage of breakfast.

After-School Club
After-school care until 5pm is available at the school.
Children will be given an opportunity to complete homework, have a snack meal, and then have access to a wide
range of activities. A snack of fruit and/or a biscuit is also provided at around 3.15pm. More details and booking
forms are available from the school office. All children
must be registered prior to attending. The charging policy is as follows:
Care from 3.15pm until 4.10pm

£5 per child

Care from 3.15pm until 5.00pm

£8 per child

Parents are advised to book in advance for after school
care to avoid disappointment, as placed may be limited.

This term our year 6’s visited PGL and got the opportunity to take part in a multiple of activities, including; Buggy building, abseiling, archery, trapeze, orienteering and Jacobs ladder.

Year 2

What your children have been learning

Year 2 have made a great start to the school year. We have been learning about the adventures of Pirate Pete in
literacy. The children have designed a new island for Pete to visit and wrote instructions telling him how to make a
treasure map! In PE, the children have been learning how to how control different sized balls in a variety of ways.

Nursery & Reception

We have welcomed lots of new children into school this term. The children have enjoyed exploring their new
learning environments and are settling into new routines.
Nursery have had lots of fun getting to know each other and singing songs and having stories.
Reception have been focusing on ‘All about me’. They have explored the book ‘You Choose’ to learn about different types of homes and areas where they might live. The children have begun their phonics and maths sessions.

Year 1

The children have settled really well into Year 1, enjoying their new classroom and outdoor area.
This term we have read the story ‘Funny bones’, finding out about the parts of our bodies and making skeletons!
We have been learning about the village we live in and took a walk around the village to look at all the streets
and features of Old Leake. The children were very excited to see a police van checking driver’s speeds, and we
even got a wave from the policeman in the back of the van!

Year 4
In Science, our first unit is ‘Dangers to Living Things’. In this unit children will work towards answering the
Quest question ‘How can changes to the environment affect the things that live there?’ They will construct and interpret food chains, identifying producer, prey, consumer and predator. They will realise that
the availability of food is an important factor when considering how animals respond to change in the environment. Children will investigate the effect of a small change to an environment and will consider the
impact of larger changes to the environment such as fire and flood. They will consider how humans can
reduce the impact of some environmental changes.
Our main topic is ‘The Anglo-Saxons’. We will through a study of the broad social context of the AngloSaxon period, learn how this important group of settlers fits into the chronology of Britain. Children will
learn to ask high-quality historical questions. They will list, estimate and understand Alfred the Great’s
main achievements especially military prowess. Children will be able to describe the 6 main methods of
keeping law and order in Anglo-Saxon times and predict which punishments fitted which crimes.

Year 4 Girls Football Tournament
Year 5
We've had a very busy start to the year after a restful summer. We've dived straight in with looking at
place value to 100,000 in maths (much bigger numbers than the children have worked with before!) and
in literacy we are currently writing a narrative. Our narrative is based on the book The Viewer, which the
children are really enjoying. Our topic this term is Extreme Earth and we have already discussed the extreme weather events on Earth and some of the causes. Finally, in science, we are studying Life Cycles,
where we are comparing animal and plant life cycles. I'm incredibly pleased with how hardworking and
positive the class are towards all areas of learning. Keep it up!

Year 6
It has been great to begin the year! The children in Y6 have really started the term well. They are enjoying
our Victorians topic where we are looking at the key question “Was this a dark age or a golden age?”. In
literacy the children have written some wonderfully vivid descriptions of Victorian London as part of our
sherlock Holmes unit. Light and Sight is our science topic this term where we explore how we see and how
light travels. Some of the children have now completed their 11 plus papers and there was further excitement in the class when some of our pupils went on our residential trip to Caythorpe Court, near Sleaford,
where the class enjoyed many activities; climbing, canoeing, abseiling and much, much more. The children
have been taking on many of the responsibilities of being ‘top’ of the school – not least by setting a good
example to the younger children with exemplary behaviour.
Regarding homework the children are expected to read most nights, return their signed reading diaries,
tables homework and spelling homework to school each Friday.

This term year 4 took part in a football tournament that took place at the Holbeach United Community
Sports Academy. The girls played very well, and came 1st in the second league!

Healthy Break Time Snacks
Please remember to send your child with a healthy
snack every day for them to eat during break time.
Children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
will be provided break time snacks, however they
can bring their own.

Dates for the
Diary
End Of Term
15th October

School Photos
2nd November

Reporting Absence
Parents/carers should contact the school on the first day of their child’s
absence before 9.30am. When parents/carers notify us of their child’s
absence it is important that they provide us with details of the reason
for their absence.
We realise that many young children will miss some days of school because of illness. If your child is ill, we ask that you contact the school
office (an answer phone is available. Please state either how many days
you expect your child to be off sick, or ring school on a daily basis to
advise them of your child’s progress (for example: If you inform the
school that your child will be absent for two days due to illness and
your child does not return to school on the third day, if you have not
contacted the school, the absence will be classed as unauthorised).
School office staff will endeavour to contact you for reasons for absence. If we are unable to contact you, the absence will also be classed
as ‘unauthorised’.

Flu Vaccination
29th November

New Meal Providers
We have a new school meal provider -The Farm Kitchen. They believe ‘Good
food changes everything’.
“Based in the heart of Lincolnshire we cook delicious, nutritious school
meals using only the finest ingredients available, for thousands of children
across our county and beyond.
We freshly, hand prepare our meals each day and deliver them into schools
ready to be served – making healthy food convenient and accessible.”
Paid Meals
Children that aren’t entitled to free school meals can order dinners for
£2.40 per meal. Simply create an account on the Farm Kitchen website —
thefarmkitchen.com, once your account has been confirmed you can login
and order your child's meals.
Free School Meals
Families who receive certain benefits may be eligible for free school meals. Your
child is eligible for free school meals if you’re in receipt of one of the following
benefits:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400
Income Support
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The guarantee element of Pension Credit
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying
for Working Tax Credit)
Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no
more than £16,190

To check if your child is eligible, please either fill out the form on the school website or pick up an application form from the office.

School Timings

Reception Class
School Starts

8:45am

Break

10:20 – 10:35am

Lunch

12:00 – 1:00pm

School Ends

3:10pm

KS1 (Y1-Y2)
School Starts

8:50am

Break

10:20 – 10:35am

Lunch

12:00 – 1:00pm

Break

2:00 – 2:10pm

School Ends

3:10pm

KS2 (Y3-Y6)
School Starts

8:50am

Break

10:40 – 10:55am

Lunch

12:00 – 1:00pm

School Ends

3:15pm

Contact
01205 870425
admin@oldleake.lincs.sch.uk
www.oldleakeprimary.com

