Term Dates for 2019/20
Term 3:
Monday 6 January 2020 – Friday 14th February 2020
th

Term 4:
Monday 24th February 2020 – Friday 3rd April 2020
Term 5:
Monday 20 April 2020 – Friday 22nd May 2020
Friday 8th May 2020 – Bank Holiday
th

Term 6:
Monday 1 June 2020 – Wednesday 22nd July 2020
st

*****************************
Term Dates for 2020/21
Term 1:
Wednesday 2nd September 2020 – Thursday 22nd October 2020

Monday 2

nd

Term 2:
November 2020 – Friday 18th December 2020

Term 3:
Monday 4th January 2021 – Friday 12th February 2021
Term 4:
Monday 22nd February 2021 – Thursday 1st April 2021
Term 5:
Monday 19 April 2021 – Friday 28th May 2021
Monday 3rd May 2021 – Bank Holiday

Dear Parents/Carers,

February 2020

The first newsletter of 2020 comes on BREAK THE RULES’ DAY which has
provided much excitement for all of the children. As you may be aware, Year 6 are
raising funds for their trip to see Matilda in the Summer Term and have come up
with some really interesting money-making schemes. This one has been highly
successful with a total of £287 being raised. Well done to Year 6!
This term has been particularly busy with staff and pupils working extremely hard.
We are currently designing a new curriculum to roll out for the next academic year.
Though we are not due an Ofsted inspection for some time, we are rewriting our
curriculum to ensure that we are clear about the content and progression in every
subject. We have always followed a broad and balanced curriculum here at Old
Leake but we are now fine-tuning it to maximise cross-curricular links and to
ensure that we engage and enthuse our pupils.
While I have the opportunity could I please remind you that dogs are not allowed
on the school premises. It is not that we do not appreciate them, but that they
do cause anxiety for some children and they have been known to make ‘deposits!’
which obviously can be harmful. If you need to walk them to school then I am
happy to hold them at the gate.

th

Term 6:
Monday 7 June 2021 – Friday 23rd July 2021
th

As most of you are aware, Mrs Deamer is
expecting a baby. We are delighted for her
but, of course, will miss her when she goes
on maternity leave. Once decisions have
been made as to who is teaching in Year 2,
then we will inform you.
Many Thanks,
Susan Rayner

Free School Meals
Could your child be eligible to Free School Meals or Pupil
Premium Funding?
Not only would this mean that your child could have free
dinners for the duration of their time at our school, it could
also raise an additional £1,320 for our school. This helps us
to fund valuable support such as extra tuition, additional
teaching staff, the cost of educational visits and after
school activities.
They could be eligible if you receive one of the following
benefits:


Universal Credit, provided they have an annual net earned income of no more
than £7,400



Income Support



Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance



Income-related Employment and Support Allowance



Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999



The guarantee element of Pension Credit



Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual gross income
of no more than £16,190



Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit)

We only need you to complete this form once, it will last for the duration of your
child’s time at our school.
All personal and sensitive information that we hold about you is protected and kept
safe and secure. We will use the information you provide to assess entitlement to
free school meals. If you would like to fill in an application form, please call in to
the school office.
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely
Clare Vidal
Senior Administrator

Dates for the Diary:
Thursday 13th February - Valentine’s Disco.
Friday 14th February - End of Term 3.
Monday 24th February - Start of Term 4.
Friday 28th February - Year 5 & Year 6 Trip to Amazona Zoo
Monday 30th March - Year 3 Trip to Lincoln Cathedral
Tuesday and Wednesday - Parents’ Evening (more
information to follow).
Friday 3rd April - End of Term 4.
Monday 20th April - Start of Term 5.
Friday 22nd May - End of Term 5.
Attendance for Term 2
Pupil attendance is closely monitored by the school, aiming to achieve at least 95%
attendance by all pupils (excluding Nursery). All requests for absence must be
requested in advance in writing. Following is a breakdown of attendance across the
school from Monday 4th November 2019 to Friday 20th December 2019. Well
done to Year 1!
R
1
2
3
4
5
6
Whole School

94.87%
96.51%
91.77%
93.92%
91.72%
95.65%
95.51%
94.25%

PE Kit
Please kindly ensure your child has a winter PE kit at school as well as their normal
shorts, t-shirt and plimsolls. We suggest a pair of jogging bottoms and jumper/
hooded top in the winter months as on dry days PE still takes place outside.
Uniform
Please ensure that all school uniform is labelled, we currently have a lot of uniform
in lost property with no names on.

Reception
In Reception class this term we have been busy learning about the Polar Regions. The
children kick started the topic by visiting Natureland in Skegness where they were
very excited to learn about the penguins and seals. We have learnt lots of facts about
the North and South Poles, including the climate and the animals that live there. We
are currently reading the book ‘Flapjack and Waddle’ and the
children have been creating their own fact sheets about penguins and participating in
lots of creative activities linked to artic animals.

Year 3
During topic this term, Year 3 have been studying
our local environment. We have been around the
village, looking at physical and human geography. We
also combined our RE studies of Christian symbols
when we visited St Mary’s church. We then went into
Boston to compare and contrast the features there
with those of Old Leake. We visited the Guild Hall,
Boston stump and the Centenary church.
Year 4
In Year 4 the children have just finished writing their suspense stories and had some
great ideas for the titles: The Hostile Moon, The Haunted Park, The Suspicious Tree
House and The endless Night. We will now move onto persuasive texts. In Book Study,
we have just finished studying ‘The Butterfly Lion’ by Michael Morpurgo. Our class
book is ‘The Firework-Maker’s Daughter’ by Philip Pullman. In Maths we are learning

KS1: Heroes
This term in Years One and Two the children have thoroughly enjoyed looking at reallife heroes such as Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole. In Literacy they have
delved into traditional tales, focusing on fictional hero Jack and the Beanstalk. They’ve
debated Jack’s innocence in our class courtroom, used various materials to construct a
castle, created their own character puppets and innovated their own traditional story.
Last week we received a message from Mr Weekley to be cautious on the school field.
The children were eager to investigate what can only be described as a slimy, Shreklike giant swamp! They will be writing a set of instructions, explaining how to catch the
slime giant!

how to find the area of shapes and in Geography we are learning all about Modern
Europe. Last but not least, in Science we are learning all about Sound.
Year 5
Year 5 have returned after Christmas refreshed and ready to learn. Already, the children have shown a keen interest in our topic this term 'The Rainforest' and have been
asking many interesting questions. In addition, in science, the children are learning all
about why there are variations within different species and have researched and had a
lively debate about selective breeding! We are also looking forward to taking part in
the Boston Sports Partnership Athletics Plate Final and also going on our school trip to
Amazona Zoo after half term.

Year 6
It has been a very busy couple of weeks for Year 6 as we have been organising multiple
events for ‘Project Matilda’. Our break the rules day was a huge success and we managed to raise an astonishing £286. We would like to say a massive thankyou to everyone who participated in this event. We have also begun to plan our bingo night, which
will be held here at school on Friday 3rd April—a letter will be sent our nearer the
time. Thanks to local businesses, we now have a collection of amazing prizes, such as
cinema tickets, vouchers, headphones, an amazon echo and much more!
On a more serious note, Year 6 took part in a domestic abuse workshop which is being
offered to all Lincolnshire schools. Just one of the many things we learnt was about
healthy relationships and un-healthy relationships. We also took part in an e-safety
talk which was mainly about the things that can happen online.
Chloe and Kayla—Year 6 reporters.

